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SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES STEERING GROUP 
 

Summary: This report recommends establishing a Steering Group to oversee the 
development of the Sustainable Community Strategy (SCS) and the Local Development 
Framework (LDF). 

  

 1. INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND 

1.1 The Local Government White Paper – Strong and Prosperous Communities, describes 
the role of local authorities as ‘place shapers’, providing the strategic leadership 
needed to bring together various local agencies in order to build a vision of how to 
respond to and address the challenges facing a locality in a coordinated way.   

1.2   The Government’s aim is that the Sustainable Community Strategy (SCS) and the 
Local Development Framework (LDF) should set out this vision.  There should be 
complete coherence between the SCS and all other plans for the area, particularly the 
LDF. 

1.3   It is recommended in this report that a member/stakeholder group is set up to steer 
work on the Breckland SCS and LDF. 

2. KEY DECISION 

2.1 This is not a key decision.   

3. COUNCIL PRIORITIES 

3.1 The matter raised in this report falls within the following Council priorities:  

• A safe and healthy environment 

• A well planned place to live which encourages vibrant communities 

• A prosperous place to live and work 

 

4. SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES STEERING GROUP 

 
4.1 Local authorities are strongly encouraged to integrate the Core Strategy of the LDF with 

the SCS to ensure that the key spatial planning objectives for the area are fully aligned 
with priorities identified in the SCS.  The SCS will set out how the area will develop 
socially, environmentally and economically whereas the LDF will provide a spatial 
expression of this development. 

 
4.2 Place-shaping requires a dynamic relationship between these critical high-level vision 

strategies. This can be promoted through a shared evidence base and analysis, and the 
proactive engagement of elected members, stakeholder partners, citizens and local 
businesses in their development and implementation through a shared approach. 

 
4.3 The diagram below shows the component documents within the LDF (all the shaded 

areas), and the relationship with the SCS, especially the integrated relationship with the 
LDF Core Strategy and an LSP-wide Community Engagement Strategy. 

 



 
 
4.4 The proposed Sustainable Communities Steering Group will be a non-statutory, non-

executive group that is member led, but with wider stakeholder and officer involvement.   
 
4.5 The Group will undertake a policy development function and provide direction and steer 

for officers working on the development of the overarching Breckland Sustainable 
Community Strategy and its alignment with the Local Development Framework.  Over 
the next six months, the group will oversee the development of SCS priorities, the 
drafting of the SCS and formal consultation, and agreement on the final SCS.  The LDF 
Core Strategy is  already at Preferred Options Stage, therefore the  group will steer the 
Strategy to submission stage and ongoing work on the Site Specifics and Thetford Area 
Action Plan 

 
4.6 The Steering Group will have no decision making powers and will report directly to 

Cabinet.  It will meet in public and to ensure openness and transparency it is important 
that Scrutiny retains the discretion to comment upon and improve the and LDF as they 
emerge.. In order for this to work effectively the Committee Process will need to be 
streamlined and efficient whilst still ensuring adequate opportunity for debate and 
scrutiny. Any decisions will be referred to the usual committee approval process and it is 
suggested that the specific scrutiny function for these two areas could be delegated 
from the main Overview and Scrutiny Commission to Policy Development and Review 
Panel(s)?  

 
4.7 It is proposed that the group membership will consist of a range of Breckland Council 

Officers and LSP stakeholders as outlined below. 
 
 Breckland Officers: 

 
Mitch Kerry 
Andie Long 
David Spencer 
Rob Walker 
Anita Brennan 
Mark Stanton  

 
Stakeholders: 
 
Environment Agency 
Norfolk Constabulary 
Norfolk PCT 
Norfolk RCC 
Norfolk County Council  
EEDA 
EDF Power 

 
 
 



4.8 The group will be member led and it is important that there is significant Elected Member 
representation on the group.  Cabinet are asked to nominate (to Council) up to 8 
Elected Member representatives to sit on and steer this group.   

 
4.9 Currently, Policy Development & Review Panel 1 considers the development of the   

Local Development Framework as part of its work programme.  The PDRP 2 
programme includes the development of the Sustainable Community Strategy.  It is 
proposed that this Steering Group replaces this existing process for the LDF and SCS. 

 

5. OPTIONS AVAILABLE 

5.1 To agree the formation of a Sustainable Communities Steering Group as outlined and 
to nominate elected member representation 

5.2 To not agree the formation of a Sustainable Communities Steering Group as outlined 
and to not nominate elected member representation. 

6. REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATION(S) 

6.1 It is recommended that the formation of a steering group is agreed and Elected 
Members are nominated as representatives.  This will ensure that Elected Members 
can actively steer the development of the Breckland Sustainable Community Strategy 
and Local Development Framework, based on advice from officers and stakeholders.   

7. RECOMMENDATION(S) 

7.1 That Cabinet recommends to Council the formation of a Sustainable Communities 
Steering Group and nominates Elected Member representation as outlined above.  
  

 


